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Inspiration and persistence have brought  
two brothers a string of creative successes.
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Identical twins Harry and Henry Zhuang, from 
NTU’s School of Art, Design & Media, have 
been making a name for themselves in the 
animation scene here. The 28-year-old siblings 
have won a number of awards including, 
most recently, the Encouragement Award  
at reputable regional animation competition 
DigiCon6 in Tokyo, Japan, last year for their 
stop-motion film Contained. The fourth-year 
animation majors emphasise that the key to 
success is to “never give up.”

Your interest in animation was piqued 
by the computer games of your youth, 
but who are the filmmakers who have 
influenced you? 
Harry: We’re inspired by Hayao Miyazaki’s 
philosophy towards filmmaking, especially 
in his feature film Princess Mononoke. His 
approach is to destroy what he has previously 
created. For example, before Princess 
Mononoke, there was My Neighbour Totoro 
and Kiki’s Delivery Service, which were very 
cute. But for Princess Mononoke, Miyazaki 
took a darker approach. I think that’s very 
important to us: to constantly try new 
approaches instead of working within the 
constraints of what we’re familiar with. 

You’ve won quite a number of awards  
for your animated shorts: apart from 
your Encouragement Award for 
Contained, your production Story 
About My Dad received a Gold Award 
in the Digital Animation category of  
the Safety@Work Creative Awards 2009, 
while Birthday Present placed third at 
DigiCon 6+3 (Singapore) in 2008. What 
would you attribute your success to? 
Henry: The whole idea is to keep trying, you 
have to persevere. We’ve fallen down quite a 
few times – for example, I remember how we 
failed one of our modules back in Nanyang 

Polytechnic [where the brothers studied Digital 
Media Design]. So, yes, I think it’s all about 
having to keep trying. You know our “success 
record”, but our “failure record” is just as long.

I understand you may enter a film in up 
to over 40 competitions in the hope that 
it will get spotted. 
Henry: Like I said, you just have to keep 
trying because you never know which judge 
will like your work. Sometimes, if you get 
lucky, you’ll get selected. The idea is not to 
give up. 

How have your studies at the School 
of Art, Design & Media contributed to 
your growth? 
Harry: I think one thing that has really 
brought us to where we are today is the 
curriculum here. There is a lot of emphasis on 
reading, such as in our literature and history 
modules. This has helped us to develop an 
approach that is more critical. For example, 
one question that we’ve been exploring is why 
some works of art can endure the test of time. 

Tell us about your working process.
Henry: The thing about us being twins 
who work in animation together is that we 
can cover each other’s “blind spots.” We 
complement each other. 

How do you resolve your creative 
disagreements?
Harry: I think this is part and parcel of the 
process. Our approach is that once we have 
a disagreement, we will list out the reasons 
behind our decisions and, if needed, “counter” 
each other. In some cases, we actually make 
reference to successful filmmakers…
Henry: … to try to back our theories! 
Harry: But most of the time, because we 
share the same interests and the films that we 

To see more of Harry and Henry’s award-
winning work, check out: www.zhuangbros.
wordpress.com.

Process and product: From clay and hand-drawn cels to digital animation, Harry (right) and Henry 
work to find a medium that best expresses the stories they want to tell.
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enjoy watching are more or less the same, our 
tastes are similar too. 

Tell us about your Final Year  
Project, Thespis. 
Henry: It’s an animated film about a new 
teacher who is having difficulties in adapting 
to her job. She attends a seminar where a 
motivational speaker gives her the ability to 
change her identity and change faces, and this 
enables her to excel in her new career. 

Your mother single-handedly raised the 
both of you and your two older brothers. 
Has growing up in a single-parent family 
impacted your filmmaking in any way? 
Harry: We feel a lot of gratitude for our 
mother as she has worked so hard for us. She 
was our initial inspiration. In one of our films, 
Birthday Present, we conveyed how people tend 
to take a loved one for granted.

What are your plans after graduation? 
Harry: Our idea is to “think big and dream 
big.” We have plans to start a company, but of 
course, for this kind of major enterprise, we 
need to take smaller steps first, and we may 
work in the local animation industry first. 
Henry: If everything goes well, we also hope 
to make our own film, in our own style. I 
think that’s something our animation industry 
is lacking, because it often seems to be trying 
to match what the United States or Japan 
are doing. I think Singapore has the talent 
to create its own brand of animation, and 
hopefully this can be widely accepted by the 
international market some day. The whole 
idea is to keep trying. 


